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that is the same or substantially the
same as such section 571 or any sub-
section thereof.’’

Sec. 2. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the Federal Government, and is not
intended to create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable by a party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 3, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:49 a.m., December 4, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 4, and
it was published in the Federal Register on
December 5.

Statement on the Resignation of
Senior Adviser for Policy and
Strategy George Stephanopoulos

December 4, 1996

From the snows of New Hampshire in
1991 until the present day, no one has ren-
dered me better advice, nor given more loyal
service to this Nation than George
Stephanopoulos. There’s no one in Washing-
ton who has a better understanding of the
intersection of politics, policy, and the way
those affect the American people. His work
here at the White House is evidence of his
deep respect for our country, its system of
government, and its people. He cannot be
replaced.

George will undoubtedly be a great teach-
er at Columbia. His boundless intellectual
curiosity will be put to good use, shaping the
leadership of the future.

NOTE: Press Secretary Mike McCurry read this
statement during his daily briefing.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on Budget
Deferrals
December 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report seven new deferrals
of budgetary resources, totaling $3.5 billion.

These deferrals affect programs of the De-
partment of State, the Social Security Admin-
istration, and International Security Assist-
ance.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 5.

Remarks Announcing the Second
Term National Security Team and an
Exchange With Reporters
December 5, 1996

The President. Good afternoon. During
our first term in office, the Vice President
and I were blessed to work with a remarkable
national security team: Secretary of State
Warren Christopher, Secretary of Defense
Bill Perry, National Security Adviser Anthony
Lake, U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright,
Director of Central Intelligence John
Deutch, all very bright, forceful, strong-
minded individuals who came together as a
team to advance America’s interests and val-
ues around the world.

Today the fact that our Nation is at peace,
our economy is strong, and we are making
real progress in seizing the opportunities,
meeting the challenges of the 21st century,
these things are due in no small measure to
the teamwork, vision, and leadership they
gave to the American people. The Vice Presi-
dent and I and every other American owe
all of them a great debt of gratitude.

Now as we embark upon a new term, our
responsibility is to build on the strong foun-
dation laid in the last 4 years, to make sure
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that as we enter the 21st century, America
remains the indispensable nation, the world’s
greatest force for peace and prosperity, for
freedom and security.

Today I am pleased to announce the new
national security team I have selected to help
us meet that responsibility: Secretary of
State-designate Madeleine Albright; Sec-
retary of Defense-designate William Cohen;
Director of Central Intelligence-designate
Anthony Lake; National Security Adviser
Samuel Berger. Each of these individuals has
remarkable qualities of intellect, energy, and
leadership. All are committed to work to-
gether as a team that will rise above partisan-
ship and rise to the challenges of meeting
the opportunities, of dealing with the chal-
lenges that we all face.

The challenges are many: terrorism; the
spread of weapons of mass destruction; drug
trafficking; environmental degradation; eth-
nic, religious, and racial conflicts; dealing
with the sea changes occurring in Asia and
elsewhere throughout the globe. But the op-
portunities are even greater: working toward
a Europe that for the first time is undivided,
democratic, and at peace; building a new
partnership with a democratic Russia; meet-
ing the challenge of change in Asia with
strength and steadiness in a way that ad-
vances freedom and prosperity; extending
the reach of peace and freedom in the Mid-
dle East and Africa; opening more markets
in Latin America and strengthening the de-
mocracies that have taken root there.

These new people who will form the new
national security team, they have the experi-
ence, the judgment, the vision to meet the
heavy responsibility and the high privilege of
leadership.

By virtue of her life and accomplishments,
Madeleine Albright embodies the best of
America. It says something about our country
and about our new Secretary of State-des-
ignate, that a young girl raised in the shadow
of Nazi aggression in Czechoslovakia can rise
to the highest diplomatic office in America.
She watched her world fall apart, and ever
since, she has dedicated her life to spreading
to the rest of the world the freedom and tol-
erance her family found here in America.

During her 4 years as our Ambassador to
the United Nations, Madeleine Albright’s

steely determination has helped to advance
our interests and our ideals around the world.
She knows firsthand what it means for Amer-
ica to be the indispensable nation. And I
know firsthand that Madeleine Albright has
the instincts, the intelligence, the skill, and
the strength to lead American foreign policy
in this time.

Time and again I have benefited from her
judgment and counsel on issues from Bosnia
to NATO, and many, many other difficult
areas. The American people have also bene-
fited because of her special ability, forged
during her tenure as a teacher at George-
town, to explain why American leadership is
more important than ever and to get the job
done.

Bill Perry has done a remarkable job in
preparing America’s military for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and in carrying
out all other aspects of the Secretary of De-
fense’s job, which include running the largest
and most complex organization in the Na-
tion’s Government. The bottom-up review he
completed has decreased the size of our
forces, while increasing their readiness capa-
bilities and technological edge. From Haiti
to Bosnia, from the Persian Gulf to the Tai-
wan Strait, through Bill Perry’s leadership,
we have demonstrated that our men and
women in uniform remain the best equipped
and best trained fighting force in the world.

Earlier I had the opportunity to pay tribute
to the contributions of Secretary Chris-
topher. I want to say again how much I ap-
preciate what he has done. But today I also
want to thank Bill Perry for being one of the
finest Defense Secretaries in the history of
the United States. I thank you, Bill, and I
will miss both of you very much.

Bill Cohen is the right man to build on
these achievements, to secure the bipartisan
support America’s Armed Forces must have
and clearly deserve. He served in the United
States Congress for 24 years, including 18
in the Senate. There his name became syn-
onymous with discipline, intellect, creative
independence, and deeply held principles.

While serving the people of Maine, he has
also served every American through his de-
termination to find common ground on dif-
ficult issues. He brought fresh ideas and
thoughtful analysis to his work on the Senate
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Armed Services Committee; he helped craft
the START I arms control treaty with Russia
that we have entered into force and played
a key role in legislation that reorganized and
strengthened our military command.

Now the Senate’s loss will be our adminis-
tration’s gain. I thank Senator Cohen for his
willingness to cross party lines to make sure
that America’s security is there in the 21st
century.

Just about every morning these last 4
years, the point man of our foreign policy
team, Tony Lake, came into this office to
brief me on the state of the world and to
tell me what he thought I should do about
it. It’s been a great comfort to me and a great
benefit to the American people to have Tony
Lake just down the hall and to bring the
power of his mind, the toughness of his char-
acter, the strength of his integrity to bear on
the most difficult challenges we face. In mo-
ments of crisis, in times of triumph, he has
always been at my side.

Let me thank John Deutch for the remark-
able job he has done on behalf of our country
at home and abroad, first, as the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense, and then in a difficult time
as Director of Central Intelligence. He has
done an excellent job, and I thank him.
Thank you, John, for your service.

I can think of no more powerful proof of
my commitment to carry on John Deutch’s
work of maintaining a strong, successful in-
telligence community than asking Tony Lake
to take the helm as Director of Central Intel-
ligence and a member of my Cabinet. Our
intelligence informs just about every foreign
policy decision we make. We cannot do with-
out it. And while it will be hard for me to
do without Tony Lake just down the hall,
I am grateful he will be working the halls
at Langley and leading our intelligence com-
munity into the 21st century.

Sandy Berger has also served just down
the hall these past 4 years. He’s been a good
friend and adviser to me for a lot longer than
that. In fact, we have known each other since
we were about half our present age. I hate
that. [Laughter] I have looked to him for ad-
vice and counsel on foreign policy and on
many other issues, as well, over the years.
As Deputy National Security Adviser, Sandy
Berger has helped to pull together our for-

eign policy team and given it direction, guid-
ance, and shared purpose. I believe we have
to have these things to move forward on the
interests and values of the American people.
As National Security Adviser, he will bring
to the job not just the ability to work hard
and to work well, but the vision and sense
of our larger purpose that is necessary to
meet the challenges our Nation faces. I am
pleased, and the American people are fortu-
nate, that Sandy Berger will be serving as
my National Security Adviser.

And before I ask each member of the new
national security team to say a few words,
starting with the Secretary-designate, I’d like
to thank the one member of the team that
will not be changing for a while, as long as
his tenure lasts, and that’s General
Shalikashvili. Thank you, sir, for your remark-
able service to America.

And now Ms. Albright.

[At this point, Secretary of State-designate
Madeleine Albright, Secretary of Defense-
designate William Cohen, Director of Central
Intelligence-designate Anthony Lake, and
National Security Adviser Samuel Berger
made brief remarks.]

Selections and the President’s Voice
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to those

individuals who were on your list to become
one of these Cabinet Secretaries? What do
you say to them now that they haven’t gotten
the position? And part two of that question
is, we thought your doctors told you not to
talk. [Laughter]

The President. They did, but they made
a little change in my medication and I was—
my voice was working enough today for me
to do this announcement. And you know, you
and I, we’re partners, too, and I had to give
you something, or you were going to go crazy.
So I was able to speak enough.

To the other—I say to them that I thank
them for being willing to be considered. I
thank them for their service to our country,
and I ask them to support the decision I’ve
made. I made the best decision I could, and
I believe it will serve America well.

Secretary of State-Designate
Q. Mr. President, many Republicans on

Capitol Hill especially are outright hostile to
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the United Nations. Here you are now nam-
ing our U.N. Ambassador to be the Secretary
of State. Do you, and should you, perhaps,
expect a smooth confirmation process?

The President. I do. There is no question
that Ambassador Albright is supremely quali-
fied for this job. And the people on the Hill
know that I believe the United Nations is
an important organization. The United States
has taken the lead in reforming it. And we,
in general, and Ambassador Albright and
Secretary of State Christopher, in particular,
have taken a good deal of heat for trying to
reform it. And we have pressed ahead.

But that doesn’t mean we don’t need the
United Nations or that it doesn’t do a world
of good; it does. It is important, and it’s going
to get more important, and the United States
had better be there playing its part if we ex-
pect it to do what we think should be done
in the world.

Q. Mr. President, was Ambassador
Albright picked because she’s a woman or
in spite of? And, also, who will be her role
model, Kissinger or Christopher? [Laughter]

The President. The second question
should be hers to answer. Let me say I’m
very proud to have had the opportunity to
appoint the first woman Secretary of State
in the history of America; I’m proud of that.
But it had nothing to do with her getting
the job, one way or the other. She got the
job because I believe, amid a list of truly out-
standing people, she had the best combina-
tion of qualities to succeed and to serve our
country at this moment in history. And she
proved it to me not only by her service in
the United Nations and by her ability to
speak to America and the world about what
we are and what we stand for, but also in
the quiet counsels that we’ve had over the
last 4 years over some of the most difficult
problems imaginable. And that’s why I de-
cided to name her.

Secretary of Defense-Designate
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Cohen has a reputa-

tion as a bit of an independent and somebody
who goes against the grain in his own party.
Are you concerned that he might do so in
your administration?

The President. No. [Laughter] But let me
say, I think anybody who has been in this

administration would tell you that we go out
of our way to follow a process which encour-
ages people to be independent, to speak their
mind, to argue for new ideas, to break new
ground. In fact, everybody knows that we are
in the process every day we’re here of break-
ing new ground—of creating, if you will, a
new conventional wisdom for the 21st cen-
tury. And we’re not there yet. So I think a
man with a creative, independent, inquiring
mind is just what is needed for this team.

Senator Cohen and I have talked about
that a lot. There’s a difference between being
a Senator and Secretary of Defense. But I
don’t—when I appoint people, I expect them
to speak their mind and tell me what they
think. Then we’ll get together, we’ll make a
decision as a team, and then we’ll all carry
it out and do our jobs.

Diversity
Q. Mr. President, can I follow up on Hel-

en’s [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national] question? You’re flanked by a
woman and a Republican—want to have a
Cabinet that looks like America——

The President. We’re getting close.
[Laughter]

Q. Given that—that’s a good point. Given
that, how can you say that the fact that
she’s—the Ambassador is a woman had noth-
ing to do with it?

The President. Well, because—she got
the appointment to the United Nations be-
cause I thought she’d be a good Secretary-
General—as much as a I enjoy appointing
women.

Secretary of State-Designate Mad-
eleine Albright. Ambassador. [Laughter]

The President. As much as I—you don’t
want that job, do you? [Laughter]

The Vice President. She does speak
French, though.

Secretary of State-Designate Mad-
eleine Albright. I do speak French. [Laugh-
ter]

The President. As much as I enjoy ap-
pointing people who had not previously—
who represent groups of people who’ve not
previously been able to serve, I owe it to the
United States, to all the American people
never to make any appointment of someone
I think would not succeed. And in this case,
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I’m appointing Madeleine Albright because
of the work she has done for the last 4 years
and the opportunity it has given me to see
her perform.

Yes, I told you I wanted a Republican in
the Cabinet. But the most important thing
is that the national defense of the United
States be secured and that we continue to
adjust to the changes of the new era.

I would never have asked Senator Cohen
to join the Cabinet solely because he’s a Re-
publican. It would have been folly. I think
he is uniquely well-qualified at this moment
in history for the reasons that I said.

So, am I glad that I have a Republican
in the Cabinet? Yes. Am I proud that I got
a chance to appoint the first woman Sec-
retary of State? You bet I am. My Mama is
smiling down on me right now. [Laughter]
But that is not why I appointed her. And
that is why she will succeed. And I hope she
will be an inspiration to the young women
all across our country and all across the
world, so that everybody will be able to have
a chance to live up to the fullest of their abili-
ties.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, what effect do you think

having Senator Cohen will have on your rela-
tions with the Senate?

The President. I hope it will be good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6963—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 1996
December 5, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty-five years ago, on a calm Hawaiian

morning, Imperial Japan launched a surprise
attack against the U.S. Armed Forces sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor, shattering the peace
of our land and drawing America into World
War II. The assault of December 7, 1941,
lasted only two hours, but it killed or injured
almost 3,600 Americans, destroyed a major
portion of our Nation’s Pacific Fleet, and

damaged more than 325 aircraft, severely
weakening our air power.

The attack jolted our Nation and forced
us into a war unlike any previous conflict,
waged across the globe in places most Ameri-
cans had never heard of, in dense jungles
and on an ocean we once thought too large
for an enemy to cross. It was a war that would
require unparalleled courage and determina-
tion from soldier and civilian alike, and all
Americans rose to the monumental chal-
lenge.

During this time, our Nation stood united
in purpose and in spirit as never before. Mil-
lions of brave and patriotic men and women
served the Armed Forces in the struggle for
freedom; millions of others sacrificed on the
home front. On farms and in factories, mines,
and shipyards, Americans labored around the
clock to supply the food, weapons, and
equipment needed to win the war. In our
homes, schools, and places of worship, Amer-
icans from every walk of life prayed and
worked together for victory. And—as a pow-
erful testament to America’s resilience—bat-
tleships damaged at Pearl Harbor returned
to service and helped break the back of the
Japanese fleet.

The generation that fought World War II
came home to build new careers and com-
munities and made America the richest,
freest nation in history. Some men and
women remained in uniform, safeguarding
our liberties and ensuring that tyranny would
never again threaten our shores. In peace,
this generation vowed never again to be un-
prepared and gave our Nation the security
and progress that we have known and cher-
ished for over 50 years.

This is the precious legacy bestowed on
us by the men and women of the World War
II generation. We can best honor their deeds
of courage and determination by maintaining
their vigil in defense of freedom and striving,
as they did, to make the world a better place
for all its peoples.

As we mark the 55th anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor, let us remember in
prayer all those who died on that day and
throughout World War II. Let us also honor
all World War II veterans and their families,
those who lost loved ones, and those who
worked on the home front. Finally, let us give
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